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Disclosure to Promote the Right To Information 

Whereas the Parliament of India has set out to provide a practical regime of right to 
information for citizens to secure access to information under the control of public authorities, 
in order to promote transparency and accountability in the working of every public authority, 
and whereas the attached publication of the Bureau of Indian Standards is of particular interest 
to the public, particularly disadvantaged communities and those engaged in the pursuit of 
education and knowledge, the attached public safety standard is made available to promote the 
timely dissemination of this information in an accurate manner to the public. 
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Indian Standard 

SPECIFICATION FOR 
ACCIDENT PREVENTION TAGS 

0. FOREWORD 

0.1 This Indian Standard was adopted by the Indian Standards Institution 
on 1 June 1976, after the draft finalized by the Industrial Safety Advisory 
Committee had been approved by the Executive Committee. ^ 

0.2 Accident prevention tags are to be used jas a... temporary means of ^iV 
warning employees "ota^ existing hazard. They should not be used in 
place of, or as substitute for, accident prevention signs. 

0.2.1 The tags are a temporary means of warning all concerned of a 
hazardous condition, defective equipment, radiation hazards, etc. The 
tags are not to be considered as a complete warning method, but should 
be used until positive means can be employed to eliminate the hazard; 
for example, a * Do Not Start ' tag on power equipment shall be used for a 
few moments or for a very short time until the switch in the system can be 
locked out; a ' Defective Equipment * tag shall be placed on a damaged 
ladder and immediate arrangements made for the ladder to be taken out of 
service and sent to the repair shop. 

0.3 The purpose of this standard is to establish a set of specifications for 
tags based on experience and previous use. The tags are to be used in 
industry, mercantile establishments, mercantile marine ships, port crafts 
and marine equipment, or wherever such tags can be utilized to help 
prevent accidental injury to personnel or damage to property, or both. 

0.4 It is not intended that accident prevention tags already in use in the 
country at the time of approval of this standard be replaced immediately 
with tags that conform to this standard. They should be replaced pro- 
gressively. 

0.5 In the preparation of this standard, assistance has been obtained from 
Z35-2-1968 * Accident prevention tags ', published by the American 
National Standards Institute, USA. 

1. SCOPE f 

1.1 This sta ndard prescribes the requirements for accident prev ention tags/-^ ' 

1.2 It is recommended that the tags are printed in two languages, English 
^nd regional language of the state where the tags are likely to be used. 
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2. TERMINOLOGY 



2.0 For 

apply. 



the purpose of this standard, the following definitions shall 



2.1 Tag — The word ' tag ' as used in this standard refers to a surface 
( usually cardboard, paperboard, pasteboard, or some temporary or non- 
permanent material ) on which letters or markings, or both, appear. These 
letters or markings, or both, are for warning ( cautioning ) or safety 
instructions of employees who may be exposed to hazards. They are to be 
affixed to the device in question by string, wire, or adhesive. 

2.2 Biological Hazards — For the purpose of this standard the term 
biological hazard shall include only those infections agents presenting a risk 
or potential risk to the well-being of man. 

3. 'DO NOT START 9 TAGS 

3.1 The panel background colour for c Do Not Start ' tags shall be red 
{see Fig. 1 ). Letters shall be white or grey or etched, provided that a 
long-lasting and sharp contrast results. 

3.2 ' Do Not Start ' tags shall be placed in a conspicuous location or shall 
be placed in such a manner that they effectively block the starting mechan- 
isms which could cause hazardous conditions should the equipment be 
energised. 



DO NOT 
START 



WHITE TAG, WHITE OR GREY OR ETCHED 
LETTERS, RED SQUARE PANEL 



Fig. 1 Do Not Start Tag 
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4. « DANGER" TAGS 

4.1 ' Danger ' tags shall be used only where an immediate hazard exists. 
There should be no variation in the type of design of tags pasted or hung 
to warn of specific danger ( see Fig. 2 ) . 

4.2 All employees should be instructed that danger tags indicate immediate 
danger and that special precautions should be taken for safety. 




WHITE TAG, WHITE LETTERS, RED OVAL 
IN BLACK SQUARE PANEL 

Fig. 2 Danger Tag 

5. • CAUTION ' TAGS 

5.1 * Caution ' tags shall be used only to warn against potential hazards or 
to caution against unsafe practice ( see Fig. 3 ). 



CAUTION 



YELLOW TAG, WHITE LETTERS, BLACK PANEL 
Fig. 3 Caution Taq 
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5.2 All employees should be instructed that 'Caution' tags indicate a 
possible hazard against which proper precautions should be taken. 

5.3 ' Caution ' tags might include such messages as*. 

Caution — Do Not Operate, Men Working on Repairs 
Caution — Hands Off, Men Working on Line 
Caution — Men Working on Machines, Do Not Start 
Caution — Stop Machinery to Clean, Oil, or Repair 

6. « OUT OF ORDER > TAGS 

6.1 * Out of Order ' tags shall be used only for the specific purpose of 
indicating that a piece of equipment, machinery, etc, is out of order and to 
attempt to use it might present a hazard ( see Fig. 4). 



OUT OF 
ORDER 



WHITE TAG, WHITE LETTERS, BLACK PANEL 
Fig, 4 Out of Order Tag 



7. * RADIATION ' TAGS 

7.1 The colour for ' radiation * tags shall be yellow; the panel shall be 
reddish purple. Any letters used against the yellow background shall be 
black. The colours shall be those of opaque glossy types. 

7.2 The method of dimensioning, design, and orientation of the symbol 
( one blade pointed downward and centered on the vertical axis ) shall be 
executed as illustrated in Fig. 5. The symbol shall be prominently 
displayed and shall be of a size consistent with the size of the equipment gr 
area in which it is to be used. 
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RADIATION 



4£ 



YELLOW TAG, YELLOW LETTERS, REDDISH-PURPLE 

PANEL AND SYMBOL ( ADDED WORDING) IN 

BLACK ON YELLOW BACKGROUND 

Fig. 5 Radiation Tag 



8. « BIOLOGICAL HAZARD ' TAGS 

8.1 The colour for the c Biological Hazard ' panel and symbol ( see Fig. 6 } 
shall be a flourescent orange or orange-red. 



BIOHAZARO 




WHITE TAS, BLACK LETTERS, FLOURESCENT ORANGE OR 
ORANGE-RED PANEL AND SYMBOL 

Fig, 6 Biological Hazard Tag 
7 
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8.2 The ' Biological Hazard ' tag shall be used to signify the actual or 
potential presence of a biohazard and to identify equipment, containers, 
rooms, materials, experimental animals, or combination thereof; which 
contain, or are contaminated with, viable hazardous agents. 

9. SIZES OF TAGS 

9.1 Sizes — No rigid sizes of tags are laid down but it is recommended that 
they should be of a suitable size. 

10. MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION 

10.1 Stock — Tags may be prepared from cloth or jute or paperboard, 
depending on the use to which they are to be put. 

10.2 Tag Reinforcement — Wherever considered necessary, the tags may 
be reinforced. 

10.2.1 Although the diameter of the hole of the tag may vary, it is generally 
kept 5 mm. As an additional reinforcement, metal eyelets, normally 5 mm, 
may be inserted into the hole. 

10*2.2 The tags may be attached to the reinforcing substrate with water- 
proof adhesive when it is subject to abnormal humidity conditions. 

10.3 Tag Attachment — The tags shall be attached to the equipment by 
the use of either twine ( minimum No. 9 ) or steel wire ( not less than 
0*6 mm diameter ). 
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